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(57) ABSTRACT

There is provided an interchangeable lens mountable to a
camera body. The interchangeable lens includes a zoom lens
which can change a field angle of a subject image, a receiving
unit for receiving sound pickup property information from the
camera body, the sound pickup property information indicat-
ing sound pickup property of the camera body, and a lens
controller for controlling drive of the zoom lens. The lens
controller decides an available driving speed based on the
sound collecting property information, the available driving
speed being a driving speed settable to the zoom lens.
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Fig. 4
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Fig. 6
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INTERCHANGEABLE LENS AND CAMERA
BODY TO WHICH INTERCHANGEABLE
LENS IS MOUNTABLE

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to an interchangeable lens
and a camera body which control a member to be driven in the
interchangeable lens.

2. Related Art

Digital cameras which are equipped with a microphone for
sound pickup and capable of recording audio data are known.
While a microphone of that kind of digital camera is capable
of picking up outside sound, the microphone causes a prob-
lem that vibration sound produced by a driving unit (for
example, a driving unit for a lens) inside the digital camera
and transmitted through the casing and the like is also picked
up as noise.

An art for solving such a problem is disclosed in JP2006-
352342A, for example. In the digital camera disclosed in
JP2006-352342A, an elastic member and the like cover the
microphone to prevent the microphone from picking up such
a noise.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides an interchangeable lens
which can restrain sound pickup of a noise caused by a driv-
ing unit, and a camera body to which the interchangeable lens
is mountable.

The present disclosure provides an interchangeable lens
mountable to a camera body. The interchangeable lens
includes a zoom lens which can change a field angle of a
subject image, a receiving unit for receiving sound pickup
property information from the camera body, wherein the
sound pickup property information indicates sound pickup
property of the camera body, and a lens controller for con-
trolling drive of the zoom lens. The lens controller decides an
available driving speed based on the sound pickup property
information, wherein the available driving speed is a driving
speed settable to the zoom lens.

The present disclosure also provides a camera body to
which the interchangeable lens is mountable. The camera
body includes a sound pickup unit for picking up ambient
sound, a storage unit for storing sound pickup property infor-
mation indicating sound pickup property of the sound pickup
unit, and a sending unit for sending the sound pickup property
information to the interchangeable lens.

According to the interchangeable lens and the camera body
of'the present disclosure, the interchangeable lens decides the
available driving speed of the zoom lens based on the sound
pickup property information sent from the camera body. This
arrangement can reduce the noise caused by drive of the zoom
lens and picked up by the sound pickup unit of the camera
body in comparison to the conventional approach.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a digital camera according
to a present embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a rear view of the digital camera according to the
present embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing an electric configuration
of the digital camera according to the present embodiment;
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FIG. 4 is a sequence chart for describing an initial opera-
tion of the digital camera according to the present embodi-
ment;

FIG. 5A is atable showing an example of noise information
of an interchangeable lens according to the present embodi-
ment;

FIG. 5B is a table for describing relation between loudness
of'noise from the interchangeable lens, sound pickup proper-
ties of a camera body, and driving speeds settable to a zoom
lens, according to the present embodiment; and

FIG. 6 is a sequence chart for describing a zoom operation
of the digital camera according to the present embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments will be described below with reference to the
attached drawings. A digital camera will be taken as an
example of Embodiments.

In the detailed description, certain unnecessary portions
regarding, for example, conventional art, redundant descrip-
tion on substantially the same configuration may be omitted
for ease of description.

The following description and the attached drawings are
disclosed to enable those skilled in the art to sufficiently
understand the present disclosure, and are not intended to
limit the subject matter of the claims.

1. Configuration of Digital Camera
1-1. Outline of Configuration of Digital Camera

The outline of the configuration of the digital camera
according to the present embodiment will be described with
reference to FIG. 1. The digital camera 100 is composed of an
interchangeable lens 101, and a camera body 102 to which the
interchangeable lens 101 can be mounted. The interchange-
able lens 101 is enabled to change the zoom magnification
when a zoom lens driving unit (actuator and the like) is
controlled based on user’s operation.

The interchangeable lens 101 includes a zoom ring 115, a
zoom lever 118, and the like. In response to reception of
user’s operation, the zoom ring 115 and/or the zoom lever 118
controls the zoom lens of the interchangeable lens 101 based
on the user’s operation.

The camera body 102 includes a release button 160, a
microphone 180, and the like. When the release button 160
receives user’s operation, the camera body 102 can transmit a
control signal for an autofocus operation to the interchange-
able lens 101 mounted thereto and perform an image sensing
operation of a subject image which is formed through the
interchangeable lens 101.

The microphone 180 is installed on the top surface of the
camera body 102. The microphone 180 is used for recording
sound in a movie recording mode.

The elements provided on the rear surface portion of the
camera body 102 will be described with reference to FIG. 2.
The camera body 102 includes a liquid crystal monitor 163, a
touch panel 162, a camera side operation unit 170 including a
center button 204 and directional buttons 205, and the like, on
its rear surface portion. When the touch panel 162 and/or the
camera side operation unit 170 receive/receives user’s opera-
tion, the camera body 102 performs various operations based
on the user’s operation.

The configuration of the digital camera 100 will be
described with reference to FIG. 3. The interchangeable lens
101 includes a lens controller 120, a lens mount 130, an
optical system including a focus lens 110 and a zoom lens
112, a focus lens driver 111, a zoom lens driver 113, a dia-
phragm 116, a diaphragm driver 117, a zoomring 115, azoom
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lever 118, a DRAM 121, a flash memory 122, and the like.
The camera body 102 includes a camera controller 153, a
body mount 140, a CMOS image sensor 150, a timing gen-
erator (TG) 151, an analog front end (AFE) 152, a liquid
crystal monitor 163, a touch panel 162, a release button 160,
a camera side operation unit 170, a microphone 180, a power
supply 154, a DRAM 155, a flash memory 156, a card slot
165, a memory card 164, and the like. The dotted line LA
represents an optical axis.

1-2. Configuration of Interchangeable Lens

The configuration of the interchangeable lens 101 will be
described.

The lens controller 120 controls the respective sections of
the interchangeable lens 101. When the zoom ring 115 and/or
the zoom lever 118 receive/receives user’s operation, the lens
controller 120 instructs the zoom lens driver 113 to drive the
zoom lens 112 based on the received operation. Since the lens
controller 120 is connected with the DRAM 121 and the flash
memory 122, the lens controller 120 can write information
into the DRAM 121 and/or the flash memory 122, or read
information out from the DRAM 121 and/or the flash
memory 122 as required. Further, the lens controller 120
communicates with the camera controller 153 via the lens
mount 130. The lens controller 120 may be composed of a
hard-wired electric circuit, a microcomputer with programs,
or the like.

The lens mount 130 is a connecting member for mechani-
cally and electrically connecting the interchangeable lens 101
with the camera body 102 in cooperation with the body mount
140 of the camera body 102. Since the interchangeable lens
101 is mechanically and electrically connected with the cam-
era body 102, the lens controller 120 can communicate with
the camera controller 153.

The DRAM 121 is used as a work memory when the lens
controller 120 performs the various controls. The flash
memory 122 stores a program, parameters, lens data and/or
the like to be used by the lens controller 120 in performing the
various controls.

The focus lens 110 is a lens for changing a focus state of a
subject image which enters the optical system of the inter-
changeable lens 101 and is formed on the CMOS image
sensor 150. The focus lens 110 may be composed of a single
lens or a plurality of lenses. The focus lens 110 may also be
composed of a group of lenses or groups of lenses. The focus
lens driver 111 drives the focus lens 110 to move along the
optical axis LA of the optical system based on the control
signal transmitted from the lens controller 120. Here, the
focus lens driver 111 is implemented with, for example, a
stepping motor, a DC motor, an ultrasonic motor, or the like.

The zoom lens 112 is a lens for changing the magnification
of the subject image which is formed through the optical
system of the interchangeable lens 101. The zoom lens 112
may be composed of a single lens or a plurality of lenses. The
zoom lens 112 may also be composed of a group of lenses or
groups of lenses. The zoom lens driver 113 drives the zoom
lens 112 to move along the optical axis LA of the optical
system based on the control signal transmitted from the lens
controller 120. Here, the zoom lens driver 113 is implemented
with, for example, a stepping motor, a DC motor, an ultra-
sonic motor, or the like.

The zoom lens 112 is driven at either of two driving speeds.
Hereinafter, the higher driving speed of the two driving
speeds is referred to as “high speed” and the lower driving
speed is referred to as “low speed”.

The diaphragm 116 is an adjusting member for adjusting
quantity of a light incident on the optical system of the inter-
changeable lens 101. The diaphragm 116 is composed of a
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plurality of mechanical blades which can be opened and
closed. The diaphragm driver 117 changes the opening of the
mechanical blades composing the diaphragm 116 based on
the control signal transmitted from the lens controller 120.
Here, the diaphragm driver 117 is implemented with, for
example, a stepping motor, a DC motor, an ultrasonic motor,
or the like.

The zoom ring 115 is an operating member installed on the
outside surface of the interchangeable lens 101. The zoom
ring 115 is rotatably installed on the interchangeable lens 101.
The detection unit (not shown) detects the rotational displace-
ment and the rotational speed of the zoom ring 115 and
notifies the lens controller 120 of the rotational displacement
and the rotational speed. Based on the notified rotational
displacement and/or rotational speed of the zoom ring 115,
the lens controller 120 supplies a drive control signal to the
zoom lens driver 113. Based on the operation received by the
zoom ring 115, the lens controller 120 supplies the drive
control signal to the zoom lens driver 113 to drive the zoom
lens 112. The driving speed of the zoom lens 112 here is
decided to be lower than the driving speed which is decided
by the combination of the interchangeable lens 101 and the
camera body 102 within the range of speed at which the zoom
lens driver 113 can drive the zoom lens 112. A decision
method of the driving speed of the zoom lens 112 will be
described later.

The zoom lever 118 is an operating member installed on
the outside surface of the interchangeable lens 101. The zoom
lever 118 is implemented with a three position toggle switch.
When detecting that the zoom lever 118 is inclined, the lens
controller 120 supplies the drive control signal to the zoom
lens driver 113 based on the direction in which the zoom lever
118 is inclined. When the zoom lever 118 receives zooming
operation, the driving speed of the zoom lens 112 is decided
to be the driving speed which is decided by the combination
of the interchangeable lens 101 and the camera body 102
within the range of speed at which the zoom lens driver 113
can drive the zoom lens 112. Therefore, when the zoom lever
118 receives the zooming operation, the zoom lens 112 is
driven at a constant speed unlike in the case where the zoom
ring 115 receives the zooming operation.

Here, the lens controller 120 may decide the driving speed
of'the zoom lens 112 by detecting the direction in which the
zoom lever 118 is inclined and the angle of the inclined zoom
lever 118 as the bases for the decision. In this case, the zoom
magnification changes at a constant speed which is decided
by the direction and the angle of the inclined zoom lever 118.

The flash memory 122 stores noise information (see FIG.
5A) of the interchangeable lens 101. The “noise information”
is information indicating relation between the noise produced
by the interchangeable lens 101 in performing the zoom
operation and the zoom speed. That is, the noise information
indicates loudness of the noise produced by the zoom lens 112
driven at a certain speed. Therefore, the noise information is
specific to each model of the interchangeable lens. When the
driving speed of the zoom lens 112 increases, the noise caused
by the drive of the zoom lens 112 becomes louder. The flash
memory 122 stores a table for deciding the maximum driving
speed of the zoom lens 112 (see FIG. 5B). Details of the table
will be described later.

The noise information ranks the loudness of the noise,
which is produced by the zoom lens 112 being driven, as any
of three stages of “small”, “medium”, and “large”. The noise
information of the present embodiment ranks the loudness of
the noise produced by the zoom lens 112 driven at the low
speed and the loudness of the noise produced by the zoom
lens 112 driven at the high speed. That is, any one of “small”,
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“medium”, and “large” is indicated for the low speed and the
high speed, respectively. In the noise information of the
present embodiment, the value for the loudness of the noise
produced in the low speed driving mode is set less than the
value for the loudness of the noise produced in the high speed
driving mode. For example, when the loudness of the noise
produced in the high speed driving mode is ranked
“medium”, the loudness of the noise produced in the low
speed driving mode is set to “small”.

1-3. Configuration of Camera Body

The configuration of the camera body 102 will be
described.

The camera controller 153 controls the respective sections
(the CMOS image sensor 150 and the like) of the digital
camera 100 based on the operation received by the release
button 160, the touch panel 162 and/or the camera side opera-
tion unit 170. Further, the camera controller 153 transmits a
vertical synchronizing signal to the TG 151. In parallel to this,
the camera controller 153 generates the exposure synchroniz-
ing signal based on the vertical synchronizing signal. The
camera controller 153 periodically transmits the generated
exposure synchronizing signal to the lens controller 120 via
the body mount 140 and the lens mount 130. Since being
connected with the DRAM 155 and the flash memory 156, the
camera controller 153 can write information into the DRAM
155 and/or the flash memory 156, or read information out
from the DRAM 155 and/or the flash memory 156 as
required. The camera controller 153 may be composed of a
hard-wired electric circuit, a microcomputer with programs,
or the like.

The DRAM 155 is used as a work memory when the
camera controller 153 performs the various controls. The
flash memory 156 stores a program, parameters, and the like
to be used by the camera controller 153 in performing the
various controls.

The CMOS image sensor 150 generates image data by
picking up a subject image which is incident thereto through
the interchangeable lens 101. The generated image data is
converted by the AFE 152 from the analog form into the
digital form. The image data digitized by the AFE 152 is
subject to various types of image processing by the camera
controller 153. The image processing by the camera control-
ler 153 includes gamma correction process, white balance
correction process, scratch correction process, YC conversion
process, electronic zoom process, and/or JPEG compression
process, for example. The image processing other than those
processes may be performed on the image data. In the present
embodiment, another imaging device such as an nMOS
image sensor, a CCD image sensor, or the other sensors may
be used in place of the CMOS image sensor 150.

The CMOS image sensor 150 operates at the timing con-
trolled by the TG 151. The operation of the CMOS image
sensor 150 controlled by the TG 151 includes an image
pickup operation of a still image, an image pickup operation
of a through image, a data transfer operation and/or an elec-
tronic shutter operation. The through image is primarily a
moving image. The liquid crystal monitor 163 displays a
through image so as to enable the user to decide the compo-
sition for pickup of a still image.

The liquid crystal monitor 163 is installed on the rear
surface portion of the camera body 102. The liquid crystal
monitor 163 displays an image based on image data pro-
cessed by the camera controller 153 for display. The liquid
crystal monitor 163 selectively displays a moving image and
a still image. Other than an image, the liquid crystal monitor
163 also displays various settings, conditions and the like of
the digital camera 100. Although the liquid crystal monitor
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163 is used as an example of the display means in present
embodiment, the display means such as an organic EL display
or the like may be used in place of the liquid crystal monitor
163.

The touch panel 162 is provided on the surface of the liquid
crystal monitor 163 to generate information on a electrode
position touched by the user on the touch panel 162. Based on
the information on the electrode positions, the touch panel
162 calculates the position touched by the user on the touch
panel 162 to notify the camera controller 153 of the position.

The body mount 140 is a connecting member for mechani-
cally and electrically connecting the interchangeable lens 101
with the camera body 102 in cooperation with the lens mount
130 of the interchangeable lens 101. Since the interchange-
able lens 101 is mechanically and electrically connected with
the camera body 102, the lens controller 120 can communi-
cate with the camera controller 153. The body mount 140
transmits the exposure synchronizing signal and other control
signals received from the camera controller 153 to the lens
controller 120 via the lens mount 130. The body mount 140
also transmits the various signals, which are received from the
lens controller 120 via the lens mount 130, to the camera
controller 153.

The power supply 154 supplies power to the respective
sections of the digital camera 100. The power supply 154 may
be a dry battery or a rechargeable battery, for example. In
addition, the power supply 154 may supply power supplied
through a power cord from an outside source to the respective
sections of the digital camera 100. When the power switch
(not shown) of the camera body 102 is switched on, the
camera controller 153 instructs the power supply 154 to sup-
ply power to the respective sections of the digital camera 100.
When receiving the instruction to supply power, the power
supply 154 supplies power to the respective sections of the
camera body 102. The power supply 154 also supplies power
to the interchangeable lens 101 via the body mount 140 and
the lens mount 130. Then, the lens controller 120 supplies
power to the respective sections of the interchangeable lens
101.

The card slot 165 is a connection means for the removable
memory card 164. The card slot 165 enables the memory card
164 to be electrically and mechanically connected with the
digital camera 100. The card slot 165 may also be provided
with a function of controlling the memory card 164.

The memory card 164 is an external memory incorporating
a storage means such as a flash memory. The memory card
164 can store data processed by the camera controller 153,
such as image data. The memory card 164 also can output
stored data such as the image data to the camera controller
153. The image data output from the memory card 164 is
processed by the camera controller 153. The image based on
the processed image data is replayed, for example, on the
liquid crystal monitor 163.

The release button 160 receives user’s operation. The
release button 160 is a push button which can be in two states
of the half-press state and the full-press state. When the
release button 160 becomes in the half-press state, the camera
controller 153 performs an autofocus operation. When the
release button 160 becomes in the full-press state, the camera
controller 153 causes the memory card 164 to store the image
data which is generated upon the full-press operation.

The camera side operation unit 170 is general name of the
operating members including the center button 204 and the
directional buttons 205. When the camera side operation unit
170 receives user’s operation, the camera controller 153 per-
forms various controls based on the received operation.
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While a movie is recorded, the microphone 180 captures
ambient sound around the digital camera 100 so as to transmit
analog signals based on the sound to the camera controller
153. The camera controller 153 digitizes the received signals
and causes the memory card 164 to store the digitized signals.

The flash memory 156 stores the sound pickup property
information that is information indicating the sound pickup
property of the camera body 102 (see left part of FIG. 53). The
sound pickup property information does not indicate the
sound pickup property of the microphone 180 alone, but
indicates the sound pickup property that is taken account of
the sound pickup property of the microphone 180, the shape
of'the camera body 102, the position of the microphone 180 in
the camera body 102, the distance between the interchange-
able lens 101 mounted to the camera body 102 and the micro-
phone 180, and/or the like. That is, the sound pickup property
information indicates degree of ability to pick up the noise
produced by the interchangeable lens 101 in sound pickup by
the camera body 102. The sound pickup property information
is specific to each model of the camera body 102.

The sound pickup property information ranks degree of
picking up the noise produced by the interchangeable lens
101 (sound pickup property) as any of three stages of “weak”,
“medium”, and “strong”. The camera body 102 of which
sound pickup property is ranked “weak” less easily picks up
the noise from the interchangeable lens 101 in sound pickup
than the camera body 102 of which sound pickup property is
ranked “strong” does. On the other hand, the camera body 102
of which sound pickup property is ranked “strong” more
easily picks up the noise from the interchangeable lens 101 in
sound pickup than the camera body 102 of which sound
pickup property is ranked “weak” does. The easiness of pick-
ing up noise of the camera body 102 of which sound pickup
property is ranked “medium” is between the easiness of pick-
ing up noise of the camera body 102 of which sound pickup
property is ranked “weak™ and the easiness of picking up
noise of the camera body 102 of which sound pickup property
is ranked “strong”.

2. Operation of Digital Camera
2-1. Outline of Operation of Digital Camera

The outline of the operation of the digital camera 100 will
be described.

When the power switch of the camera body 102 having the
interchangeable lens 101 be mounted is turned on, power is
supplied from the power supply 154 of the camera body 102
to the respective sections of the digital camera 100 and then
various initial settings are performed.

Next, the lens controller 120 requests the sound pickup
property information from the camera controller 153. The
camera controller 153 transmits the sound pickup property
information stored in the flash memory 156 to the lens con-
troller 120. The lens controller 120 decides the maximum
value of the driving speed (maximum driving speed) of the
zoom lens 112 based on the sound pickup property informa-
tion and the noise information that is stored in the flash
memory 122 of the interchangeable lens 101.

When the zoom ring 115 or the like receives the zooming
operation, the lens controller 120 drives the zoom lens 112 at
the maximum driving speed.

2-2. Initial Operation

The initial operation performed when the power switch of
the camera body 102 having the interchangeable lens 101 be
mounted is turned on will be described with reference to FIG.
4.

When the power switch of the camera body 102 to which
the interchangeable lens 101 is mounted is turned on (S300),
the power supply 154 supplies power to the interchangeable
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lens 101 via the body mount 140 and the lens mount 130
(S301). Accordingly, power is supplied to the respective sec-
tions of the interchangeable lens 101 (S302).

Next, the camera controller 153 requests the lens authen-
tication information of the interchangeable lens 101 from the
lens controller 120 (S303). Here, “lens authentication infor-
mation” is information referenced by the camera controller
153 to collect features of the interchangeable lens 101
mounted to the camera body 102. The lens authentication
information includes information on the interchangeable lens
101 mounted to the camera body 102 and information indi-
cating whether the interchangeable lens 101 is mounted to the
camera body 102 or not. The lens controller 120 responses to
the request issued by the camera controller 153 for the lens
authentication information by transmitting the lens authenti-
cation information to the camera body 102 (S304). With that
response, the camera controller 153 completes authentication
of the interchangeable lens 112 and understands whether the
interchangeable lens 101 is mounted to the camera body 102
or not, or the like (S305).

Next, the camera controller 153 requests the lens controller
120 to perform the initialization operation on the interchange-
able lens 101 (S306). When receiving the request for the
initialization operation, the lens controller 120 performs the
initialization operation including resetting of the focus lens
110, resetting of the zoom lens 112, resetting of the dia-
phragm 116 and other resetting (S307). Here, the initializa-
tion of a lens is driving of the zoom lens 112 to a predeter-
mined position, for example. Then, the lens controller 120
notifies the camera controller 153 that the initialization opera-
tion on the interchangeable lens 101 has completed (S308).
From that notification, the camera controller 153 understands
that the lens has been initialized (S309).

Next, the camera controller 153 requests the lens data
which is the data about the interchangeable lens 101 from the
lens controller 120 (S310). The lens data is stored in the flash
memory 122 of the interchangeable lens 101.

When receiving the request for the lens data from the
camera controller 153, the lens controller 120 reads the lens
data out from the flash memory 122 (S311). Then, the lens
controller 120 transmits the read out lens data to the camera
controller 153. At this time, when the lens controller 120 has
a function of deciding the maximum driving speed of the
zoom lens 112 based on the sound pickup property informa-
tion, the lens controller 120 requests the sound pickup prop-
erty information from the camera controller 153 (S312).
Here, the lens data includes property values specific to the
interchangeable lens 101 such as the name of the lens, the F
number, the zoom controllable range, the focus controllable
range, information on the operating members. The lens data
also includes information indicating the presence/absence of
the electromotive zoom function (that is, whether the zoom
lens 112 is driven by the zoom lens driver 113 instead of being
mechanically driven, based on the user’s operation in the
interchangeable lens 101). The camera controller 153 under-
stands the presence/absence of the electromotive zoom func-
tion of the mounted interchangeable lens 101 and the operat-
ing members available to the interchangeable lens 101 by
obtaining the information indicating the presence/absence of
the electromotive zoom function and the information on the
operating members from the lens controller 120.

The interchangeable lens 101 according to the present
embodiment includes the zoom ring 115 and the zoom lever
118 as the operating members related to the electromotive
zoom function. Therefore, the lens data includes information
indicating that the interchangeable lens 101 has two operating
members of the zoom ring 115 and the zoom lever 118. When
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the camera body 102 supports the electromotive zoom func-
tion and the operating members (the zoom ring 115 and the
zoom lever 118) of the interchangeable lens 101, the camera
controller 153 can perform the various controls related to the
electromotive zoom on the interchangeable lens 101. When
the camera body 102 supports the electromotive zoom, the
camera controller 153 can also transmit the sound pickup
property information to the interchangeable lens 101. With
the above described operation, the camera controller 153 has
obtained the lens data of the mounted interchangeable lens
101 (S313).

When receiving the request for transmission of the sound
pickup property information in receiving the lens data, the
camera controller 153 reads the sound pickup property infor-
mation out from the flash memory 156 (S314). Then, the
camera controller 153 transmits the sound pickup property
information to the lens controller 120 (S315).

When receiving the sound pickup property information
from the camera controller 153, the lens controller 120
decides the maximum driving speed (the maximum zoom
speed) of the zoom lens 112 based on the received sound
pickup property information and the noise information stored
in the flash memory 122 (S316). Details of a decision method
of the maximum driving speed will be described later.

Once the camera body 102 obtains the lens data of the
interchangeable lens 101 mounted thereto, the camera body
102 is enabled to pick up an image. When being enabled to
pick up an image, the camera controller 153 periodically
requests the lens state data indicating a state of the inter-
changeable lens 101 from the lens controller 120 (S317). The
lens state data includes, for example, information on the zoom
focal length by the zoom lens 112, position information of the
focus lens 110, aperture value information of the diaphragm
116, zoom lever operation information indicating that the
zoom lever 118 is operated, and other information. The lens
controller 120 responds to the request for the lens state data by
transmitting the lens state data to the camera controller 153
(S318).

As described above, the camera body 102 and the inter-
changeable lens 101 have completed the initial operation by
requesting and transmitting the necessary data to each other.

Here, details of a decision method of the maximum driving
speed of the zoom lens 112 (S316) will be described. When
receiving the sound pickup property information from the
camera controller 153, the lens controller 120 refers to the
received sound pickup property information, the noise infor-
mation stored in the flash memory 122 of the interchangeable
lens 101, and a table for deciding the maximum driving speed
of the zoom lens 112.

For example, when the noise information includes the
information shown in FIG. 5A, the noise information 301
indicates that the loudness of the noise produced by the zoom
lens 112 driven at the low speed is “small” and the loudness of
the noise produced by the zoom lens 112 driven at the high
speed is “medium”. The noise information 301 is changed
according to the type of the interchangeable lens 101.

For example, when the table includes the information
shown in FIG. 5B, in the table 302, a circle (symbol) in the
field that are specified by the combinations of the sound
pickup property of the camera body 102 indicated by the
sound pickup property information and the loudness of the
noise from the interchangeable lens 101 indicated by the
noise information denotes that the driving speed correspond-
ing to the loudness of the noise can be set to drive the zoom
lens 112. This is because when the zoom lens 112 is driven at
the driving speed corresponding to the loudness of the noise
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that is marked with circle in the table 302, the probability that
the microphone 180 picks up the driving sound of the zoom
lens 112 as a noise is low.

Also, in the table 302, a cross (symbol) in the field that are
specified by the combinations of the sound pickup property of
the camera body 102 indicated by the sound pickup property
information and the loudness of the noise from the inter-
changeable lens 101 indicated by the noise information
denotes that the driving speed corresponding to the loudness
of the noise cannot be set to drive the zoom lens 112. This is
because when the zoom lens 112 is driven at the driving speed
corresponding to the loudness of the noise which is marked
with cross in the table 302, the probability that the micro-
phone 180 picks up the driving sound of the zoom lens 112 as
a noise is high.

The lens controller 120 refers to the table 302 including the
above described information to decide the highest driving
speed among the driving speeds settable to the zoom lens 112
as the maximum driving speed of the zoom lens 112.

In the table 302, for example, when the sound pickup
property of the camera body 102 is “weak”, any of “small”,
“medium”, and “big” for the loudness of the noise from the
zoom lens 112 is marked with circle. Therefore, the maxi-
mum driving speed of the zoom lens 112 is decided to be the
high speed in any of the cases where the loudness of the noise
from the zoom lens 112 is “small”, “medium”, and “large” in
the low speed driving mode and in the high speed driving
mode.

For example, when the loudness of the noise from the zoom
lens 112 driven atthe low speed is “medium” and the loudness
of the noise from the zoom lens 112 driven at the high speed
is “large”, a circle is marked in the table 302 in either of the
cases where the driving speed of the zoom lens 112 is the high
speed and the low speed. Therefore, in this example, the
maximum driving speed of the zoom lens 112 is decided to be
the high speed.

In the table 302, when the sound pickup property of the
camera body 102 is “medium”, a circle is marked for “small”
and “medium” of the loudness of the noise from the zoom lens
112 and a cross is marked for “large” of the loudness of the
noise from the zoom lens 112. Therefore, for example, the
driving speed of the zoom lens 112 can be set to the high
speed, when the sound pickup property of the camera body
102 is “medium” while the loudness of the noise from the
zoom lens 112 driven at the high speed is “medium”, because
probability that the noise is picked up is low. That is, in this
example, the maximum driving speed of the zoom lens 112 is
decided to be the high speed.

Now, it is assumed that the loudness of the noise from the
zoom lens 112 driven at the high speed is “large” and the
loudness of the noise from the zoom lens 112 driven at the low
speed is “medium”. In that case, since the sound pickup
property ofthe camera body 102 is “medium”, the probability
that the noise from the zoom lens 112 driven at the high speed
(“large”) is picked up is high. Therefore, the driving speed of
the zoom lens 112 cannot be set to the high speed. On the
other hand, since the sound pickup property of the camera
body 102 is “medium”, the probability that the noise from the
zoom lens 112 driven at the low speed (“small”) is picked up
is low. Therefore, the driving speed of the zoom lens 112 can
be set to the low speed. Accordingly, in this example, the
maximum driving speed of the zoom lens 112 is decided to be
the low speed.

In the table 302, when the sound pickup property of the
camera body 102 is “strong”, a circle is marked for “small” of
the loudness of the noise from the zoom lens 112 and a cross
is marked for “medium” and “large” of the loudness of the
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noise from the zoom lens 112. Therefore, when the loudness
of the noise from the zoom lens 112 driven at the high speed
is “medium” or “large” and the loudness of the noise from the
zoom lens 112 driven at the low speed is “small”, the driving
speed of the zoom lens 112 cannot be set to the high speed but
can be set to the low speed. Accordingly, in this example, the
maximum driving speed of the zoom lens 112 is decided to be
the low speed.

When the loudness of the noise from the zoom lens 112
driven at the high speed is “large” and the loudness of the
noise from the zoom lens 112 driven at the low speed is
“medium”, the driving speed of the zoom lens 112 can be set
neither to the high speed nor to the low speed according to the
table 302. In this case, the maximum driving speed of the
zoom lens 112 is set to the low speed exceptionally. In addi-
tion, in this case, the liquid crystal monitor 163 may display
information indicating that the noise caused by drive of the
zoom lens 112 is possibly to be picked up.

2-3. Zoom Operation

The zoom operation according to the present embodiment
will be described with reference to FIG. 6.

When the zoom lever 118 of the interchangeable lens 101
receives user’s operation, the lens controller 120 detects the
operation performed on the zoom lever 118 (S411). When
receiving the request for the lens state data periodically trans-
mitted from the camera controller 153 (S412), the lens con-
troller 120 replies with the lens state data including the zoom
lever operation information indicating that the zoom lever
118 is operated (S413).

When understanding that the zoom lever 118 is operated
based on the received zoom lever operation information, the
camera controller 153 displays the zoom focal length infor-
mation included in the lens state data on the liquid crystal
monitor 163 (S414). The zoom focal length information is
displayed to present the focal length decided by the position
of the zoom lens 112 to the user. The liquid crystal monitor
163 may display only the position of the zoom lens 112 or the
zoom magnification calculated from the focal length, instead
of displaying the zoom focal length information.

On the other hand, when the zoom lever 118 is operated, the
lens controller 120 starts driving the zoom lens 112 at the
maximum driving speed that is decided in the initial operation
(S415). The camera controller 153 keeps periodically
requesting the lens state data while the zoom lever 118 is
receiving the operation (S416). When receiving the request
for the lens state data, the lens controller 120 transmits the
lens state data to the camera controller 153 (S417). Since the
zoom lens 112 has already been driven, the zoom focal length
information included in the lens state data to be transmitted to
the camera controller 153 is sequentially updated. The cam-
era controller 153 updates the zoom focal length information
displayed on the liquid crystal monitor 163 based on the zoom
focal length information included in the received lens state
data (S418). As such, the camera controller 153 updates the
zoom focal length information displayed on the liquid crystal
monitor 163 by obtaining the lens state data from the inter-
changeable lens 101 even while the zoom lens 112 is being
driven. Accordingly, the digital camera 100 can present the
driving state and/or the focal length of the zoom lens 112 to
the user.

When the zoom magnification of the interchangeable lens
101 reaches a desired magnification, the user of the digital
camera 100 stops operating the zoom lever 118. At this
moment, the lens controller 120 detects that the operation on
the zoom lever 118 has finished (S421). When detecting that
the operation on the zoom lever 118 has finished, the lens
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controller 120 sends a halt instruction to the zoom lens driver
113 and finishes driving the zoom lens 112 (S422).

After the end of driving the zoom lens 112, when receiving
the request for the lens state data periodically transmitted
from the camera controller 153 (S423), the lens controller 120
transmits the lens state data including the zoom focal length
information corresponding to the position where the zoom
lens 112 finally stops and the zoom lever operation informa-
tion indicating that the operation on the zoom lever 118 has
finished (S424).

In this example, when the zoom lever 118 is operated, the
zoom lens 112 is driven at the maximum driving speed. How-
ever, the lens controller 120 may decide the driving speed of
the zoom lens 112 based on the angle of the inclined zoom
lever 118. In this case, the zoom lens 112 is driven at the
maximum driving speed when the driving speed based on the
angle of the zoom lever 118 is the maximum driving speed or
higher. The zoom lens 112 is driven at the driving speed based
on the angle of the zoom lever 118 when the driving speed
based on the angle of the zoom lever 118 is lower than the
maximum driving speed.

When the zoom ring 115 is operated, the lens controller
120 decides the driving speed of the zoom lens 112 based on
the rotational displacement and/or the rotational speed of the
zoom lens 115. In this case, as in the case where the zoom
lever 118 is operated, the zoom lens 112 is driven at the
maximum driving speed when the driving speed based on the
operation on the zoom ring 115 is the maximum driving speed
or higher. The zoom lens 112 is driven at the driving speed
based on the operation on the zoom ring 115 when the driving
speed based on the operation on the zoom ring 115 is lower
than the maximum driving speed.

3. Conclusion of Present Embodiment

As described above, the interchangeable lens 101 of the
present embodiment can be mounted to the camera body 102.
The interchangeable lens 101 includes the zoom lens 112 that
can change a field angle of a subject image; and the lens
controller 120 for receiving sound pickup property informa-
tion from the camera body 102 wherein the sound pickup
property information indicates sound pickup property of the
camera body 102 and controlling drive of the zoom lens 112.
The lens controller 120 decides a driving speed which can be
set to the zoom lens 112 based on the sound pickup property
information.

The camera body 102 of the present embodiment can be
mounted with the interchangeable lens 101. The camera body
102 includes the microphone 180 for picking up ambient
sound; the flash memory 156 for storing sound pickup prop-
erty information as information indicating sound pickup
property of the microphone 180; and the camera controller
153 for transmitting the sound pickup property information to
the interchangeable lens 101.

According to the interchangeable lens 101 and the camera
body 102, the interchangeable lens 101 decides the driving
speed which can be set to the zoom lens 112 based on the
sound pickup property information transmitted from the cam-
era body 102. This arrangement can reduce the noise that is
caused by drive of the zoom lens 112 and picked up by the
microphone 180 of the camera body 102 in comparison to the
conventional art.

According to the interchangeable lens 101 and the camera
body 102, the interchangeable lens 101 decides the maximum
value of the driving speed of the zoom lens 112 decided based
on the sound pickup property information as the maximum
driving speed. Then, the interchangeable lens 101 drives the
zoom lens 112 at the maximum driving speed. Accordingly,
the interchangeable lens 101 can drive the zoom lens 112 as
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fast as possible while restraining sound pickup of noise
caused by drive of the zoom lens 112 more than the conven-
tional art can.

According to the interchangeable lens 101 and the camera
body 102, the interchangeable lens 101 decides the driving
speed ofthe zoom lens 112 based on the operation received by
the zoom lever 118 and/or the zoom ring 115. When the
decided driving speed is the maximum driving speed or
higher, the interchangeable lens 101 drives the zoom lens 112
at the maximum driving speed, and when the decided driving
speed is lower than the maximum driving speed, the inter-
changeable lens 101 drives the zoom lens 112 at the decided
driving speed. Accordingly, the interchangeable lens 101 can
drive the zoom lens 112 at the driving speed which corre-
sponds as best as possible to the user’s zooming operation
while restraining sound pickup of noise caused by drive of the
zoom lens 112 in comparison to the conventional art.

Since the interchangeable lens 101 and the camera body
102 do not specially need a soundproof configuration for
restraining sound pickup of noise, the interchangeable lens
101 and the camera body 102 can hold back increasing of the
apparatus size unlike an interchangeable lens and a camera
body which specially need a soundproof configuration.

4. Other Embodiments

The idea of the above described embodiment is not limited
to the embodiment described above. Various embodiments
may also be considered. Other embodiments to which the idea
of the above described embodiment can be applied will be
described below.

(1) In the above described embodiment, the driving speed
of the zoom lens 112 is set to either “high speed” or “low
speed”. The noise information indicates the loudness of the
noise for each of the cases where the driving speed of the
zoom lens 112 is set to “high speed” and to “low speed”.
However, the embodiment may be altered as below. The driv-
ing speed of the zoom lens 112 may be set to one of the three
or more staged driving speeds instead of the two staged
speeds of “high speed” and “low speed”. The driving speed of
the zoom lens 112 may be set to a single-staged driving speed.
However, when the driving speed of the zoom lens 112 is set
to any of the three or more staged driving speeds or when the
driving speed of the zoom lens 112 is set to a single-staged
driving speed, the noise information includes the loudness of
the noise of the zoom lens 112 corresponding to the driving
speed which can be set to the zoom lens 112. When including
the loudness of the noise for a single-staged driving speed, the
noise information may include a calculation formula, an algo-
rithm, and/or the like for calculating the loudness of the noise.

(2) In the above described embodiment, basically, the com-
munication between the interchangeable lens 101 and the
camera body 102 during the initial operation upon switching
on the power supply of the camera body 102 is such that the
interchangeable lens 101 responds to a request made by the
camera body 102. However, the idea of the above described
embodiment is not limited to this communication method.
The interchangeable lens 101 may request the sound pickup
property information from the camera body 102 and, in
response to the request, the camera body 102 may transmit the
sound pickup property information to the interchangeable
lens 101.

(3) In the above described embodiment, the interchange-
able lens 101 includes the zoom lever 118 for the zooming
operation. However, the digital camera 100 may be config-
ured as below. The camera body 102 may include an operat-
ing member for the zooming operation. That is, the camera
side operation unit 170 may include a member for the zoom-
ing operation. In this case, the camera body 102 notifies the
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interchangeable lens 101 of information indicating the zoom-
ing operation received by the camera side operation unit 170,
and the interchangeable lens 101 drives the zoom lens driver
113 based on the notified information.

(4) In the above described embodiment, the driving speed
of'the zoom lens 112 is adjusted to reduce the noise caused by
drive of the zoom lens 112. However, in order to reduce the
noise caused by drive of another member, the driving speed of
this member may be adjusted. For example, in order to reduce
the noise caused by drive of the focus lens 110 and/or the
diaphragm 116, the driving speed ofthe focus lens 110 and/or
the diaphragm 116 may be adjusted.

(5) In the above described embodiment, the table 302
which is referred for deciding the maximum driving speed of
the zoom lens 112 is stored in the flash memory 122 of the
interchangeable lens 101. However, the table 302 may be
stored in a storage means other than the flash memory 122.
For example, the flash memory 156 of the camera body 102
may store the table 302. In this case, the lens controller 120
obtains the table 302 from the camera body 102 side via the
lens mount 130 and the body mount 140.

(6) In the above described embodiment, the driving speed
that can be set to the zoom lens 112 is decided with reference
to the table 302. However, the driving speed which can be set
may be decided in other ways. For example, the driving speed
which can be set may be decided based on the sound pickup
property with a predetermined calculation formula or algo-
rithm.

The embodiments have been described above as examples
of the art of the present disclosure. For this purpose, the
detailed description and the attached drawings have been
disclosed. Therefore, some of the elements described in the
detailed description and shown in the attached drawings may
be unnecessary to solve the problem. Therefore, the unnec-
essary element should not be instantly recognized as a nec-
essary element merely because being described in the
detailed description and shown in the attached drawings.

The above described embodiments exemplify the art of the
present disclosure. Therefore, The above described embodi-
ments can be subject to various changes, substitutions, addi-
tion, omission and/or the like without departing from the
scope of the claims and the their equivalent.

Industrial Applicability

The present disclosure is applicable to an interchangeable
lens, an image pickup apparatus and the like such as a lens
interchangeable-type digital camera and an lens interchange-
able-type camera cellular phone.

What is claimed is:

1. An interchangeable lens mountable to a camera body,
comprising:

a zoom lens operable to change a field angle of a subject

image;

a receiving unit operable to receive sound pickup property
information from the camera body, the sound pickup
property information is a specific property of the camera
body that indicates degree of ability to pick up, by a
sound pickup unit provided in the camera body, noise to
be produced by the interchangeable lens, the sound
pickup unit being operable to pick up ambient sound;
and

a lens controller operable to control drive of the zoom lens,
wherein

the lens controller decides an available driving speed based
on the sound pickup property information, the available
driving speed being a driving speed settable to the zoom
lens, and the sound pickup information is a property
used for deciding the available driving speed of the lens.
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2. The interchangeable lens according to claim 1, further
comprising a storage unit operable to store noise information,
the noise information associating a driving speed of the zoom
lens with loudness of noise produced when the zoom lens is
driven at the driving speed, wherein

the lens controller decides the available driving speed
based on the sound pickup property information and the
noise information stored in the storage unit.

3. The interchangeable lens according to claim 1, wherein
the interchangeable lens and/or the camera body further com-
prises an operation unit operable to receive an operation to the
zoom lens,

the lens controller decides a maximum value of the avail-
able driving speed as a maximum driving speed, and

the lens controller sets the driving speed of the zoom lens to
the decided maximum driving speed when the operation
unit receives the operation.

4. The interchangeable lens according to claim 1, wherein
the interchangeable lens and/or the camera body further com-
prises an operation unit operable to receive an operation to the
zoom lens,

the lens controller decides a maximum value of the avail-
able driving speed as a maximum driving speed,

the lens controller decides a target driving speed which is a
driving speed of the zoom lens based on the operation
received by the operation unit, and

the lens controller

sets the driving speed of the zoom lens to the maximum
driving speed when the target driving speed is the maxi-
mum driving speed or higher, and

sets the driving speed of the zoom lens to the target driving
speed when the target driving speed is lower than the
maximum driving speed.

5. The interchangeable lens according to claim 1, wherein
the sound pickup property information indicates either one of
a shape of the camera body, a position of a sound pickup unit
in the camera body operable to pick up ambient sound, and/or
a distance between the interchangeable lens mounted to the
camera body and the sound pickup unit in the camera body.

6. A camera body to which an interchangeable lens is
mountable, comprising:

a sound pickup unit operable to pick up ambient sound;

a storage unit operable to store sound pickup property
information which a specific property of the sound
pickup unit that indicates degree of ability to pick up, the
sound pick up unit provided in the camera body, noise to
be produced by the interchangeable lens, the sound
pickup property information being a property used for
deciding an available driving speed of a zoom lens in the
interchangeable lens; and

a sending unit operable to send the sound pickup property
information to the interchangeable lens.

7. The camera body according to claim 6, wherein the
sound pickup property information indicates degree of ability
to pick up the noise produced by the interchangeable lens by
the camera body.

8. The camera body according to claim 6, wherein the
sound pickup property information indicates either one of a
shape of the camera body, a position of the sound pick up unit
in the camera body, and/or distance between the interchange-
able lens mounted to the camera body and the sound pickup
unit in the camera body.

9. A camera system comprising a camera body and an
interchangeable lens mountable to the camera body, wherein

the camera body comprises:

a sound pickup unit operable to pick up ambient sound;
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a storage unit operable to store sound pickup property
information which is a specific property of th sound
pickup unit that indicates degree of ability to pick up, the
sound pickup unit provided in the camera body, noise to
be produced by the interchangeable lens; and

a sending unit operable to send the sound pickup property
information to the interchangeable lens, and

the interchangeable lens comprises:

a zoom lens operable to change a field angle of a subject
image;

a receiving unit operable to receive the sound pickup prop-
erty information from the camera body, and

a lens controller operable to control drive of the zoom lens,
wherein

the lens controller decides an available driving speed based
on the sound pickup property information, the available
driving speed being a driving speed settable to the zoom
lens, and the sound pickup property information is a
property used for deciding the available driving speed of
zoom lens.

10. The camera system according to claim 9, wherein the

interchangeable lens further comprises:

a lens storage unit operable to store noise information, the
noise information associating a driving speed of the
zoom lens with loudness of noise produced when the
zoom lens is driven at the driving speed, and

the lens controller decides the available driving speed
based on the sound pickup property information and the
noise information stored in the lens storage unit.

11. The camera system according to claim 9, wherein the
sound pickup property information indicates degree of ability
to pick up the noise produced by the zoom lens by the camera
body.

12. The camera system according to claim 9, wherein the
interchangeable lens and/or the camera body further com-
prises an operation unit operable to receive an operation to the
zoom lens,

the lens controller decides a maximum value of the avail-
able driving speed as a maximum driving speed, and

the lens controller sets the driving speed of the zoom lens to
the decided maximum driving speed when the operation
unit receives the operation.

13. The camera system according to claim 9, wherein the
interchangeable lens and/or the camera body further com-
prises an operation unit operable to receive an operation to the
zoom lens,

the lens controller decides a maximum value of the avail-
able driving speed as a maximum driving speed,

the lens controller decides a target driving speed which is a
driving speed of the zoom lens based on the operation
received by the operation unit, and

the lens controller

sets the driving speed of the zoom lens to the maximum
driving speed when the target driving speed is the maxi-
mum driving speed or higher, and

sets the driving speed of the zoom lens to the target driving
speed when the target driving speed is lower than the
maximum driving speed.

14. The camera system according to claim 9, wherein the
sound pickup property information indicates either one of a
shape of the camera body, a position of the sound pick up unit
in the camera body, and/or a distance between interchange-
able lens mounted to the camera body and the sound pickup
unit in the camera body.
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